


An Addrejs. 



Te the PEOPLE of the STATE of VERMONT. 
Refpecied Fellow Citizens, 

Y OUR Council of Ceniors. elected in the 
month of March la§t, agreeable to the confti- 
tution, naving accepted their appointment and duly 
proceeded to the examination of the various import- 
ant concerns committed to their charge, fubmit the 
following as the refult of their deliberations to you, 
the people, as the true fountain of government, and 
the original fource of delegated power. 

The council after due deliberation on the expedi- 
ency of reviling and amending the constitution, have 
ultimately concluded not to recommend any altera- 
tions ; and although every member of this board has 
mamfeited an opinion, that alterations might pollibly 
bem^de, for the greater lecurity of our ineftimable 
rights, yet the prelent convulfed hate of political 
opinion, renders the prefen t an unfuitable period for 
entering on luch an important bufmefs. 

“ To enquire whether the conftitution has been 
preierved inviolate, in every part, during the lab 
ieptenary, and whether the legiflative and executive 
branches of government have performed their duty, 
as guardians of the people, or aflumed to themielves 
or exerciied other or greater powers than they are 
entitled to by the constitution; alfo, to enquire, 
whether the public taxes have been juftly laid end 
collected in all parts of this commonwealth, in what 
manner the public monies have been dil'pofed of, and 
whether the laws have been duly executed,” are the 
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trulv painful %ut affigned duties of this board. Ola 
the one hand to touch the charadter and condudl of 
thole public iundtionaries, in whom the people have 
reoofed the higheft confidence, is an irkiome and un- 
defirable bufineis, yet on the other, to admit any 
man, or fet of men in community, to rule and gov- 
ern without limit, controul, or accountab lit;/, is an e- 
vil of fuch magnitude, as to Itrip the duty oi : its diSa- 
greeable tints, by evincing its absolute neceffity. 

Public officers are thus arraigned before the tribun- 
al of the lbvereign people, whofe fervants they are, 
and by whom alone they are invefted with certain, 
degrees of power. 

Under thele impreffions we have cheerfully attend- 
ed to our duty, and with diffidence of #ur own opin- 
ions, and refpedt for the abilities of thofe who have 
adminiftered the government, prefent the following. 

That in examining the proceedure of thelegiflature 
during the laft leptenary, we are of opinion, that ex- 
cept in a few inftances, they* have conducted public 
concerns agreeable to the rules preferred by the con- 
stitution. The exceptions which we advert to are 
as follows, viz. 

In the fixth ieftion of the ,58th chapter of the laws, 
entitled “ An aSt directing the mode of elections,” &c. 
palled 06 tober 26th 1796, ti e luprente court are 
empowered to dis r ranchs ea freeman for any evi : prac- 
tice U'l id) pall render tim notor ou fly jcandaious. Th s 
parr ot the iettion, independent of its vague and un- 
certain meaning, is agamft the letter and fpirit of the 
eighth article of the bill of rights, and the, 34th lediion 
of the iorin of government, the former only declares 
That all elections ought to be free and without corruption, 
the latter, points out what conltitutes the crime of 
bribery in elections, and the pumlhment therefor, 
leaving to the legislature the right of adding farther 
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penalties for the crime, as therein afcertained.— — 

The Council are fully ol opinion, that the framers 
and adopters of the conftitution, contemplated to 
preserve inviolate the right' of luffrage to every free- 
man, unlefs he fhould in fact' forfeit the right, by abf- 
ing wickedly and corruptly, relating only to that in*> 
eltimable privilege. 

The 9th lection of the 15th chapter of the laws, 
entitled An Aft relating to fines and forfeitures, 
paffed by the legiflature in March, 17 gj, lubjedts 
perlons acquited by a jury in criminal profecutions, 
to pay colt in certain cafes, at the difcretion of the 
court orjultice of the peace before whom the trial 
is had. 

This law in the opinion of this board is an in frag- 
ment of the loth febtion of the bill of rights, which 
declares. That in all profecutions for criminal offences, a 
man hath aright to be beard by himfclf and his council, 
to demand the caufe and nature of bis offence, to be con- 
fronted zvith the zvitneffes, to calif or evidence in his fav- 
or and to hate afpeedy public trial by an impartial fury 
of his country, without the unanimous conf ent of which 
jury he cannot be found guilty. 

It will be clearly difcerned, by every candid and 
renebting mind, that the power here given, does not 
lubjebt the citizen to any kind of penalty in a crimi- 
nal profecution, where trial is had by jury, unlefs 
lucii jury fir If unanimoully declare him guilty. 

. To fuppofe the free citizens of this Hate to be fub- 
jebted to any pains, penalties, or coil, for the fame 
charge on which they had been acquited, is not only a 
violation of the conftitution, but inconfi#ent with the 
principles of justice and humanity. 

I he 51ft chapter, entitled, an a 61 to fupport the 
paffed Obt, 36, 1797, excepting the Sri t and 
lalt lections, ought to be repealed.' 
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This a6t the council are lenfible, embraces a fub- 
je6T of the mo ft important and delicate concern to 
community and to individuals ; they therefore enter- 
ed upon the confideration of it with the utmoft pre- 
caution, and examined it with care : yet they could 
not pais it in filence, the duties enjoined on them by 
the conftitution requiring, that they fliould attend to 
the infringements of the rights of individuals, as well 
as of diftindt clafles of citizens. 

The third article in the bill of rights, fays. 

That all men have a natural and unalienable right, to 
zvorfbip Almighty God, according to the dictates of 
their own confeiences and under '/landings, as in their o- 
pinion pall be regulated by the word of God : and that 
no man ought to, or of right can be compelled to attend 
any religious worfhip, or erect or fupport any place of 
ivorpip,. or maintain any minifter, contrary to the dic- 
tates of - bis conjcience, nor can any man be juftly deprived 
or abriged of any civil right as a '•citizen, on account of 
his religious fentiments, or peculiar mode of religious 
xvorpip ; and that no authority can, or ought to be vefl- 
ed in, or off umed by, any power whatever, that pall in 
any cafe interfere with, or in any manner control the 
rights of conjcience, in the free ex&rcije oj religious 
worjhip. Neverlhelefs, every feet or denomination of 
chrifiians ought to obferve the fabbath or Lord’s day, 
and keep up fdm<> Jbrt of religious worpip, which to 
them Jhall feem tnojl agreeable to the revealed will of 
God. 

The framers of the bill of rights, by this article, 
indifputably meant to convey the idea, that man 
neceflarily pofieiTes natural knowledge, or Ample 
reafon, which they have defignated by th« name of 
conicience. This they declare is inalienable, clearly 
conveying the idea, that one man cannot convey to 
another man his individual right of worfhipping God 
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according to the dictates of his conference, any more 
than he can convey to him his right of breathing ; 
for it is impofiible in the nature of things, that one 
perfon can be profited intellectually, by a conveyance 
to him of another performs right of thinking ; and if 
thele premifes are correct, it certainly follows, 
that the rights of contcience cannot be deputed ; 
that religion is a concern perlonally and exclufively 
operative between the individual and his God ; and 
that whoever attempts to control this facred right, 
in any pofiible way, does it by ufurpation and not by 
right. 

The fecond claufe of the third article, as above 
recited, fays, “ No man ought to, or of right can 
be compelled to attend any religious worfhip, or 
ereCt or fupport any place of worfhip, or maintain 
any minifter contrary to the dictates of his confcienee." 
Here again conlcience is made the only criterion by 
Which a man can poflibly be bound, in the execution 
©f fuch defigns ; in oppofition to which, the lav/ 
we hereby propofe to have repealed, exprefsly binds 
the citizens of this ftate, indiferiminately, to ereCt 
and fupport places of public worfhip, and to main- 
tain minifters, contrary to this clearly defined right, 
provided they are fo unfortunate as to be in the mi- 
nority in any town, who may aCi under the authority 
of this law, and who are not at the time of taking 
the vote, pofleffed of a certain preferibed certificate. 

Could not the legiflature as well declare, that the 
inhabitants of every town in this ftate, fhould build 
a houfe for public worfhip, and fettle and fupport a 
congregational minifter, provided a certain number 
thereof were not pofleffed of a certificate, that they 
lupported a minifter of a different denomination ? 
This would only fupport the fame ground that the 
tew contemplates, as in both #afes the minority are 
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©nly fubjedted by the majority. But in no cafe have 
civil power any constitutional right to interfere in re- 
ligious concerns, except to bind parlous or communi- 
ties to difcharge their civil contradls, individually en- 
tered into, for the mutual lupport of religious focial 
worfhip. 

In confonance with thefe ideas, the article before 
recited, exprefsly declares, that no authority can, or 
of right ought to be vested in, or aHumed by any 
power whatever, that fliall in any cale interfere with, 
or in any mabner control the right of conscience, in 
the free exerciie of religious worfhip. 

The foregoing ledtionsand part offedtiens of laws, 
are in the opinion of the council, repugnant to the 
Constitution ; and in enadting them into laws, the 
legiflature have alTumed upon themlelves, and exer- 
ciled greater powers, than they are entitled to by the 
Conftitution. And under this impreflian the council 
recommend the repeal of each and every of the above 
recited clauies, to reflore community to their inefti- 
mable constitutional privileges, and prevent the ef- 
tablilhment of precedents dangerous to, and fubver- 
five ol, the deareft rights ©f freemen. 

In examining the journals ©f the houfe of reprefen- 
tatives, the council are happy to fay, that they have 
found the proceedings of that houfe, a few inftances 
excepted, regular and proper. The admilfion of 
Stephen Buchannon to a feat, in the houfe, of repre- 
sentatives in Odt. 17 g§, who was not eledted on the 
day pointed out by the Conftitution, they deem un- 
constitutional, as there is no article in that inftrument 
to warrant the houfe in 1’uch a procedure. 

The 8th fedtion of the conftitution declares. 

Art. 8. That all elections ought to be jree and zvithout 
corruption, and that all freeinen having a fujficient, evi- 
dent common interejf with, and attachment to the cominu - 



( 9 5 

ally, bate a right toelefi officers, and he defied into office, 
agreeably to the regulations made in the confutation, 

The 9th fedtion of s he conftitution defines the pow- 
ers of the leg flature, the latter ciaule of which is in 
the following words, “ and they fhall have all other 
powers neceflkry for the legiflature of a free and sov- 
ereign ffate : but they fhall have no power to add to, 
alter, abolifh, or infringe any part of this confti- 
tution. ” 

We likewile find on the journals of the houfe re- 
peated instances of refolutions, paffed by the houfe, 
authorizing different towns on various occafions, to 
ele6t reprefentatives to represent them in the general 
aflemhly, and tha in conlequence of luch refolutions, 
reprefentatives have been elected on days not appoin- 
ted for their election by the conftitution, who have 
taken their feats accordingly. 

The council are of opinion, that the fame reafons 
which were offered in the cafe of Mr. Buchannon, will 
apply with equal force in thefe inftances refpediively. 

From the journals of October 1799, the following 
extraits (being the whole that relate to the fubjedt) 
are leledVed and offered to the public with iome com- 
ments thereupon. j 

In General Aflembly, October 2zd, 1799. 

The following communication from the honorable 
Council of Cenlors, was laid before the houfe, 
to wit : 

State of Vermont, ? 

Windfor, 061 . 21, '99 5 

To the honorable General Affiembly note in Jeffiion & 

Wind I or. 

WHEREAS the Council of Confers now fitting at; 
Windfor, ill their enquiries do find, that William 
Coley, efq. while high fheriff of the county of Ben- 
nington, did wittingly and willingly take and receive 

B 
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for fummoning the grand and petit jurors, to ferve 
Before the fupreme court at their feffion holden at 
Manehefter, in the month of February la§l, greater 
tees for his faid fer vices, than allowed by the laws 
of the ftate, under color of his laid office of fheriff, 
as aforefaid. 

And further that the faid William Coley, efq. 
while high fheriff of laid county, did wittingly and 
willingly take and receive, for fummoning the petit 
jurors to ferve before the fupreme court holden at 
Manehefter by adjournment, in the month of June 
laft, greater fees for faid lervices, than allowed by 
the laws of theftate, under color of his faid office of 
fheriff', as aforefaid. 

Which taking and receiving faid fees, as aforefaid, 
is contrary to, and in violation of the laws and Con- 
stitution of the ft ate. 

The Council of Cenfors do therefore in purfuance 
of their duty, and by the authority veiled in them, 
order , that the laid William Coley, fheriff as aforefaid, 
be impeached before the Governor and Council of 
theftate, for the mal-adminiftration of his office as 
aforefaid. 

And that this order he figned by the prefident, and 
c,cun ter figned by the fecretary of this board, and by 
him transmitted to the fpeaker of the General Afiem- 
bly, with the names of the witnefies, to fupport the 
charges of mal adminiftration. ('Signed) 

By order of the Board. MOSES ROBINSON, Pres. 

DAVID FAY, Secretary. # 

.» To this communication the council annexed the ’ following 
names as' witndTis ikc- IT arv te fappart tha impeachment, viz. 
fcam’l.Jtobiiifon id, of Benmngi G ; deon Ormfby, .Manehefter, 
ion. with i he original venires. John fchumway, Doriet, 

Da v; d R o bin fen , Bennington,’ David Sheldon, Renpert, 

Lemuel Bradiey, Eunderlsnd, Tyrus Hurd, Arlington. 

N. B. ’i his does not npperr qjj the records of the houfe^ 



( II ) 

OBober 9.6 cb, 1799. 

The houfe went into the confideration of the fore- 
going order. On motion. 

The houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the 
whole houfe, upon the fubjeht of the laid communi- 
cation, and after iometime ipent therein, Mr. Speak- 
er refumed the chair, and Mr. Gideon Olin reported, 
that the committee had, according to order/had the 
laid communication under confideration, and do re- 
commend to the houfe to adopt meafures to carry in- 
to effeSi the laid order of the council of ceniors. 
Whereupon, On motion, 

Ordered, That the houfe do accept the laid report. 

O Bober ppip, 1799. 

The house went into further confideration oi the 
order from the Council of Censors. 

On motion, Refolved, That the faid communica- 
tion be referred to a committee confiding of one 
member from each county, to flats f adds in detail, 
and make report to the houfe : 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Richard 
Hurd, Mr. Blake, Mr Hammond, Mr. Zebina Cur- 
tis, Mr. Chipman, Mr. johnfon, Mr. Hav, Mr. Bean, 
and Mr. Francis Davis. November s d, 1799. 

The committee to. whom was referred the order of 
the Council of Cenfors, relative to the impeachment of 
William Coley, made report that the faid William Coley, 
by himfelf and his deputies, Jummoned the grand and 
petit jurors to attend the fupreme court at Manchefer, in 
February laf, and that he in. like manner jummoned, the 
petit jurors to attend the faid fupreme court in June laf. 
That he the faid Coley, exhibited, his charges to the judg- 
es @f the Supreme court, who allowed the fame, amounting 
in the whole to thirty- eight dollars, twenty -J 'even cents, 
2 hat it was obferved by faid judges, on examining his 
account for faid fervices, that his charges were high, to 
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which the jaid Coley replied , that he had been obliged to 
travel jeveral times into fome of the towns, before he 
could procure a draught of jurors. That on a computa- 
tion, we find the [aid fiber iff’ s fees for travel, computing 
from the place of fierviee on each juror to place of return, 
amount io twenty five dollars, fieventy-fuur cents. That 
we have no proof on what number of fiaid jurors, fierviee 
was made by copy, but computing only fiixleen of forty-two 
to have been ficrved by copy, the amount would have been , 
four dollars, twenty three cents. That we have no ab fo- 
late proof for ivhat number of jurors the fiaid venire ijfued , 
or on what number it was fierved, but as the law required 
that the venire for each petit jury fihould ijfiue for the num- 
ber of jifteeen , zoe are to prefume that the venire did 
ijfiue tor that number, and that fierviee was made accor- 
dingly ; And that the fierviee on the fiaid fiix other jurors 
not before eft i mated, on an average with ihoje bef ore ef 
iimated, Would amount to three dollars and fiixtyfiix cents ; 
that the amount ofi fees for extra travel as before fitated, 
and which have been proved to us is Jour dollars twenty 
eight cents ; that the amount of actual travel to the jeveral 
town clerks and jufihees, when he did make a draft of 
jurors, is four-dollars ninety eight cents ; that we have no 
pofiitive proof oj any other extra travel ; but we fully 
believe the fiaid Coley did go twice to Sandgate, and once 
to Dorfiet, before he could obtain a draught of jurors ; 
which would amount to tivo dollars thirty jour caps, a - 
mounting in the whole io forty fixe dollars, twenty three 
cents the amount of the items contained in the above ftate- 
mails for which we have, no pofiitive proof , is six dollars , 
which dedudled jrom the above jura, there remains, thirty 
nine dollars twenty three cents. 

We further report, that on examination of the treaj ■ 
nrer with his books, the whole fum that has been paid to 
fiaid Coley, for his fa vices the year pafit, is fifty three dol- 
lars and Jixty five cents ; which - includes hi s own perfibn- 
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al attendance, on the fever al terms of the Jupreme court, 
in February and June lajt, as alfo his fees for removing a 
pril'o. er from Bennington to M ancle fler. From all 
which it fully appeals to the committee, that the charges 
exhibited againft the faid Coley, are wholly unfupported. 

(Signed) 

RICHARD HURD, for committee. 

The faid report bang read, was accepted. 

On motion, 

Rejolved, That on examination of the charges ex- 
hibited to this House again ft William Colev, Iherifi 
of Bennington county, 5 y the Council of Censors, in 
their order of the a lit G&ober, 1799, they appear to 
be wholly unsupported. And, that the said order 
be dismiffed. 

On motion, 

Rejolved , That a committee be appointed to exam- 
ine the Fee- Bill, and to report to the House what al- 
terations, if any, are neceflaay to be made in the said 
bill, 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Butler, and Mr. Shumway. 

November 5, 1799. 

The committee appointed to examine the Fee-Bill, 
&c. Made Report, 

Fnat upon examining the law, are of opinion it 
cannot be conftrued so as to give an officer more than 
fix cents per mile, for actual travel for serving any one 
process, altho’ several persons may be named 'in it, 
and-seryed on the same, except it be a forced construc- 
tion. I herefore, are of opinion that no alteration 
ought to be made. 

[Signed] 

JOSIAH WRIGHT, for committee, 
v The foregoing is a true copy from the Journals. 

Examined Samuel C, Crafts , clerk of G. A. 
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From this record it appears, that the board of Cen- 
fors ordered, that William Coley, fheriff of Ben- 
nington county, fliould be impeached before the gov- 
ernor and council, for taking in three inftaaces, great- 
er fees than were allowed by law. 

The 43d ft 6tion of the conft’tution invefts the 
Council of Genfors, among 'other important powers, 
with the right to order impeachments , . 

The e tth icbtion of the constitution makes it: the 
duty of the houfe of reprefentatives to impeach, and 
the governor or lieutenant governor and council, to 
hear, try, and determine impeachments. 

Thefe premiles will warrant the conclufion, that 
when the council of oenfors fhall order an impeach- 
ment, the j houfe of reprefentatives are the only board 
or conftituted authority, to whom fuch order can be 
directed ; and who, on receiving fuch order, are con- 
ftitutionally bound to proceed to transmit to the go- 
vernor and council articles of impeachment, who are 
to cauSe'the acculed to be notified, to proceed to the 
examination of the fadfs, and to render fentence ac- 
cordingly : in which buftnels the houfe of reprelenta- 
tivesare by no means invefted with concurrent auth- 
ority with the governor and council, or with difcre- 
tionary power in the execution of orders conftitution- 
ally di redded to them. But if the tranlabfions of the 
houfe of reprefentatives as recorded on their journals, 
are juft and proper, the conclufion muft be, that the 
council of cen I'o rs have a right to order the houle of 
reprefentat' ves to impeach, but that the houle fo far 
from being obliged to comply with the orders, can 
reject, dUjmifs, or tupercede them at plealure. 

To admit that the houfe have a right to inveftigate 
the fabts on which impeachments are founded, when 
ordered asaforefaid, admits the further idea, that they 
have the right of deciding whether they will comply 
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with the order of the council of cenfors, conftitution- 
ally directed to them, or not. 

It will not b» contended that the houle have a fight 
to try impeachments, their power only extending, 
when ordered as aforefaid, to the ad of impeaching : 
But in the prefen t exifting inftance, the houfe., uncon- 
Hitutionally entered upon the trial of fa6ts, in an im- 
portant caufe, and made a decifion in the cafe. 

In further examining the tranfaclions of the houfe 
on this !ubje6t, we are again led t© enquire, what 
principles governed them in their determinations in 
the cafe referred to. In the fir ft place they go into 
committee of the whole on the order from the coun- 
cil of cenfors, and the chairman reports a recommen- 
dation to the houfe to adopt meafures to carry it into 
ejfeSl, which report was accepted. Thus far the 
two bodies progreffed conftitutionally. The houfe 
next proceeded to appoint a felebt committee, to re- 
port in detail the fadts on which the order of tile 
council of cenfors was made. This proceeding was 
uhconftitutiqnal, and inconfiftent with their former 
conduct on the fubjecl ; for there appears no motion 
or refolve on record, for reconhdering the previous 
order of the houfe on the report of the committee of 
the whole, which the proceedure of the ielebt com- 
mittee not only tended to dilannul, but to render the 
legal order #f the council of cenlors void. 

Thus the felcdl committee reported contrary to the 
report of the committee of the whole ; the report of 
the committee of the whole is difannulted by the ac- 
ceptance of the report of the feledl committee, a le- 
gal order from a constituted board, contemned by a 
body ©onftitutionally obliged to receive and execute 
1 itch orders, and the house of representatives aflame 
the power to hear and determine the fails on which 
an order of impeachment was predicated. 
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The report ol the iele« 5 t committee fo made and ac- 
cepted, embraces i'everal other objedts worthy of at- 
tention. In the firfl place the three crimes alledged 
a gain ft Mr. Coley (either of which, if true, were iuffi- 
cientto have founded a conviction upon) are, by the 
affembly confolidated ; and by adopting an entirely 
new and unprecedented mode, allowing feperate tra- 
vel to each juror, with travel and extra travel to 
the clerks, they have made up and allowed to Mr. 
Coley thirty nine dollars and twenty three cents. 
Whieh allowance was exorbitant and incbnfiftent with 
legality, inconfiUent with true calculation on their 
own acknowledged plan, and even exceeded Mr. 
Coley's charge, as will appear conipicuous by the fol- 



lowing Itatement. 

For iummoning the petit jury, in Feb. term, 1799. 
Legal charge, as by Seperate travel Coley's charge 
rule adopted by truly ealculat- for the lame, 
the fupre. court. ed, on the as- service, asen- 

for adtual, viz. sembly's own dorsed on the 

circuitous travel, plan. venire, 

to- jurors & cl'ks. dol. 8,31 



66 miles travel, at 
6 cts. per mile, 
is dol. 3,96 
Service by 

reading, 72 

Total, dots. 4.6' 8 



80 miles travel 
at 6' cents per 
mile, is 4,80 
Service by 
reading, cts. 72 
One third of 
the i'urn al- 
lowed for 
travel to 



clerks, dol. 3,08 



Total, dels. 8 ,69 
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For fummoning the grand jury, February terra 1709. 
Legal charge : Separate travel. Coley's charge. 

To^ 102 miles tra- To 237 miles at Dols. Cts. 
vel, including tra- fix cts. per mile 18 ©9 



vel to the clerks. 


dols cts. 


and juilices, D. C. 




2 s 


6 18 


Service by 




Service by 


reading, 01 


o§ 


reading, 1 08 


1-3 allow- 






■ ance as a- 




Total 7 26 


hove, ©3 


08 



Total 18 38 

For fummoning the petit jury, June term, 1753. 



Legal charge- 
To 75 mile trav- 
el at fix cents per 
mild, D. C 

» 4 50 

Service by 
reading. 72 



Separate travel 
78 miles at 6 cents 
per mile, D. C. 

is 4 68 
Ser ice by 
reading. 72 

One third 
allowance 



Coley’s charge. Aflemhiy’s 
jjols. Cts. allowance to 



it S7 



Coley, far 
the above 
fervtees, 

D C. 

39 m 



5 22 as above, 3 eS 

Total on the — Total ®f 

afferably’s a- 8 48. Coley’s 

Sum total vowed plan. charge, dols cts. 

leg. charge 17 16 f p. travel. 35 56 38 27 

Thus the llatement Ihews from exifting fa6fs, that 
the legal charge for the three veniries, would be 17 
dollars, i6‘ cents ; the charge upon the principle as 
eftablifhed by the aflembly, would be. thirty-five 
dollars, forty-fix cents, the charge by Mr. Coley, is 
thirtyeight dollars, twenty leven cents ; and the lum 
allowed by affembly, is thirty nine dollars, twenty 
three cents. 



Hence in the firft inftance here ftated it appears, 
that the legal charge of Mr. Coley on the plan a* 
vowed by the lupreme court, would have been four 
dollars, lixty eight cents, on the avowed plan of the, 

6 
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general aflembly, it would have been eight dollars 
fix ty cents ; Mr. Coley's charge as appeared by his 
own return, eight dollars, thirty one cents, which • 
left due to him on tbeaffembly’s plan, 29 cents. 

In the f’ecorsd instance, legal, charge would have 
been feven dollars, twenty fix cents, on the aflembly s 
plan, eighteen dollars, thirty eight cents, Mr. Coley's , 
charge, eighteen dollars, nine cents, which left due 
to him, twenty nine cents. 

In the third inftance, legal charge would have 
been five dollars, twenty two cents, feparate travel, 
eight dollars, forty eight cents, Coley’s charge, elev- 
en dollars, eighty feven cents, which taking out the 
charge on the affemhly's plan, together with the fifty 
eight cents ialle credit, exceeded the true calculation 
on the aflembiy's plan, two dollars, eighty one cents, 
and confequently if Mr. Coley was innocent upon the 
two firft, he was criminal on their own fcheme upon 
the third. 

Agreeable to the preceding mode of calculation of 
legal fees, for ferving the venires for grand and pe- 
tit juries, in the nine organized counties in this £tate, 
during the enfuing feptenary, it would form an ag- 
gregate of one thouland three hundred and ninety 
two dollars, ninety three cents, but if computed on 
the aflembiy's new plan, to exculpate Mr. Coley, 
exclufsve of their imaginary estimates, it would 
amount t® three thouland, two hundred and three 
dollars, fix cents, lurmounting the legal fees, calcula- 
ted on the liberal rule avowed by the lupreme court, 
1810 dollars, 14 cents, or, 417 dollars, 23 cents more 
than double. 

Which pernicious fcheme of calculation, the coun- ! 
cil are perfuaded, does involve in it, principles and 
cotiiequences dangerous to the rights of the people, ; 
and having been 1 Lilly adopted by cur laii legiflature 
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we deem their conduct, in that inllance, t© have 
been contrary to justice, and therefore highly cen- 
furable. 

In the fecond place it fiiould be remembered, that 
the computations were made, and confected to by 
the houfe, vhthout having the exifting documents 
before them Had the affembly lb far complied with 
the order from the council of centers, as to have lent 
for the original venires, with Mr. Coley’s fees and 
returns endoried thereon, which conftituted no in- 
confiderable part of the evidence, notified by the 
board to the houfe, as neceffary toprofecute the im- 
peachment to effect, they would have found that the 
veneris for the petit jurors, iffued for twelve only, 
and alio the mode in which they were lerved, and 
consequently they would not have fallen into the 
egregious blunder, which they did, when they under- 
took to conjecture that poffibly fifteen jurors were 
fummoned inftead of twelve. 

The account allowed by the houfe for travel to the 
feveral clerks, and for .extra travel to the fame, being 
without data to form an opinion upon, we pais, with 
fimply, obferring, that the law makes no provilion 
for any fuch lervice, and therefore the rational con- 
clufion is, that the legifiature in framing the laws, 
contemplated that the legal fees for lummoning ju- 
rors, would amply compenfate for all the duties re- 
quilite in ferving venires , and more elpecially io, as 
the law is calculated to render the lervice of drawing 
juries eafy, by allowing either of the i elect men of 
any town to antwer all the purpolesof a clerk. 

How the treafurer’s books could reflect light on 
the lubjedt of the charge againft Mr. Coley, the coun- 
cil of cenfors are at a lois to decide. It is a fact gen- 
erally known, that the clerks ot the fupreme court, 
being paid for their fervice in drawing ordersfin pro- 
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portion to the number drawn, will make out an order 
for the whole or or any part of an account presented 
to them : It is therefore optional with the creditor of 
the §tate to have his account divided into as many 
orders as he pleales, and to take out 1’uch orders at his 
pleafure ; which orders pals current from citizen to 
citizen in the payment of taxes. Mr. Coley might 
therefore have received the whole, or any part of his 
demand, and the treaiurer's books, of conlequence, be 
rendered no evidence in the cafe. 

But the rno't lingular features of the bufinels ap- 
pear, on reviewing the extraordinary trail actions of 
the houfe before recited, in connection with a Sub e- 
queiit proceedure, which took place only three days 
alter the acceptance of the above report. 

In coniequenee of the before unheard of conftruc- 
tion of the tee bill, given by the house in the ca'e of 
Mr. Coley, a motion was m^de ior th appointment 
of a committee to revile it, and report to the houfe 
what alterations, ir any, were necefiary to be made in 
laid bill. This committee reported, 

2 but having examined, the law denominated the fee- 
hill they were ol cpi ion that it could not be Jo conftrue.d 
as to give an officer more than fix cents per mile Jor affin- 
al travel Jor Jerving any one procejs , alt ho fever al per- 
Jons may be named in it , and the procejs jerved on them, 
except it be ajorced conjtruffiion. 

The acceptance of this report by the houfe, does 
not appear on the journals, but this board have 
(frong realons to believe that it was accepted, and 
that the clerk of the houfe hath been negligent in his 
duty in not recording the fame, as four reputable 
gentlemen, members of the legiflature, have appear- 
ed before them, and under oath declared, that it was 
accepted by a majority of the houfe, and that 
the fpeaker declared it a vote. 
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This being true it muft naturally follow, that the 
iente of the hou e upon the right conftruc’hon of the 
fee bill, was perfectly reverieci in thecourie ol three 
days, and Mr Coley's charges, consequently, illegal 
and exorbitant. 

The council of cenfors deeming it their indilpenfi- 
ble duty, today before the people an accurate state- 
ment, of every infringement upon the confditution 
and laws which fhall come to their knowledge, are 
coiiftrauied to communicate the proceedings of a 
military tribunal, lately holden in this Hate, which 
they confiaer lubverhve of the iound rights and pri- 
vileges of the free citizens of Vermont. 

On the itph of September 173$, the captain 
General iflued his orders for calling a general 
court martial, to convene on the 25th of Sep- 
tember then next following, at Middlebury, in the 
county of Addiion, which was afterwards poffponed 
and ordered to be holden on the 30th of laid Septem- 
ber. at laid Middlebury, for the trial of luch perfons 
as fhould be brought before them. 

Agreeably to thefe General Orders, the officers 
therein named, met at the place appointed, on the 
day Specified, when David Whitney, Major General 
of the third divifion of the militia [of Ver- 
mont, who had previoufly been put under an arreff, 
by the Captain General, was brought before laid 
court marfhal, and put on trial on the following ar- 
ticles of impeachment, or charges exhibited againit 
him, which were lodged with the Captain General 
before the order for court martial iffued. 

To bis excellency ll’aac Tichenor, efq. captain -general , 
and commander in chief in and over the Jlate oj Vermont. 

David fVbitney, majorgeneral of the third divifion of 
the militia of this fate, is impeached by the underjigned 
officers in the firfl brigade of find divifion, jor unmilita 
ry conduct in this , to wit. We accufc the faid David 
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Whitney , An majorgeneral as aforefaid, tf having 
been guilty of the following (rimes, and unmilitary cm- 
duri. 



i ft. -For that the /aid David, when majorgeneral as 
aforefaid , in the mod bafe and mean manner , debauched 
the wife of bis friend, and thereby defrayed the peace 
and happinefs of a reJpedUbU family. 

ed. For that the f 'aid David when Majorgeneral, as 
aforefaid, meanly, cowardly, and tamely f admitted bim- 
jelf, and without any refinance, to be taken and placed 
by. two or three per jons afiride a pole, or rail, between 
two horfes,witb a rope round h's neck bolden by^a boy, and 
in this Jituati^H permitted and fuffersd him] elf to be led 
and carried in open day, fever al miles, through the pub- 
lic fireets of Addijon. . 

s d. And for that the faid David, when majorgeneral , 
as aforefaid, regard' efs of the dignity and propriety of 
conduct which became him, as an officer, did without juft 
can fe or provocation, infuU, abufe and fir ike with hisjijt, 
an aged man, and late a r if peclabh- officer in the armies of 
the United Slates, and did refufe to make any r (filiation 
whatever, for the aforefaid injuries and abufe. 

4 tb. And for that the Jaid David when Majorgeneral 
as aforefaid , void of the Jpi-rit belonging to an officer, 
and a gentleman, hath at divers times been guilty of un- 
mildary conduct, in publicly affaultmg and beating his* 
wife, and in ajfocianng hnnjeij with divers riotous and 
dif orderly per fans, and abufing the good and peaceable 
citizens of thisjiate. 



AU which faid conduSt of the faid David being Ma- 
jor General as aforefaid, is Unmihtary, and agamjl the 
farm, force and effect oj the thirty feemdjedim of ana® 
regulating and governing the militia o) this Jt ate , 
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Wherefore your excellency is requeued to arrefk the faid 
David, and order a court martial jar the trial of faid 
David , in the premifes , agreeable to the act ajor'efaid. 

We are with ref peSt your Excellency’s humble fere ants, 
JUSTICE BELLAMY, Major of the lecond 
regiment in laid brigade. 

JOSIAS SMITH, Captain of Cavalry in {aid 

Vergennes, Feb. yth, 3793. regiment. 

Upon thefe articles of accufation the {'aid David 
Whitney, was put on trial, and the lenience of the 
court martial was as follows, viz. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The Court martial which was holden at Middlebury, tor 
the trial of Major General David Whitney, on the goth 
ultimo, are of opinion , that the faid David Whitney , 
while Major General of the third divifion of the mi- 
litia of this fate, was guilty of great umniiitary con - 
dud. And therefore do adjudge and fentence, that the 
faid David Whitney be removed from his faid office of 
Major General, and incapable of holding ' any military 
commiffion under the authority of the fate of Vermont , 
for and during the term of Jive years. 

The Captain General has approved the fentence, and 
orders the court dijfolved. 

By order of the Commander in Chief, 

David Fay, Adjutant General. 

Windfor, Q6lober 23d, 179$. 

The confutation of theftate of Vermont, in the 17th 
articleofthe bill of rights, exprelfly delares. 

That no perfon in this fate, can in any cafe be Jub- 
jedt to law martial, or to any penalties or pains by 
viitueof that law, except thofe employed in the army, 
or the militia in actual fervice. 

But as it appears by the charges again!! faid 
Whitney, that the allegations and ienten.ee againft 
him are predicated upon the jad legion of an act 
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regulating and governing the militia of this ftat« 9 
which is in the words following, via. 

Section 32. And it is hereby further enaCted, 
That every officer holding a commijjion in the militia , 
who Jh all be accufedoj any unmilitary conduct, neglect 
of duty , or di /obedience of' orders or who ffia.il when 
on duty appear or behave himfelj in an unefficer like 
manner ; 0? Jhall wilfully injure thofe who are under 
his command, he jhall be liable to be tried by a court 
martial, and if found guilty , to be Jenienced by faid 
court to be reprimanded in orders, or to be removed 
from , office . 

The Council of Cenlors have duly and carefully 
examined the laid lection, and are of opinion, that 
the words or terms unmditary conduit, negledt of 
duty, and dilobedience of orders, mult have an ap- 
propriate meaning, and relate to being legally cal- 
led, or in the aCtual exercile of military functions, 
and cannot but by a forced conftruction, be wrelted 
to warrant the commander in chief, or any other 
officer, in arreiting and arraigning thole in subord- 
ination to them, beiore a military tribunal, for cny 
crimes or misdemeanors with which they may be 
charged, when not aCting in a military capacity, or 
legally called thereto. 

From hence it follows, that the Commander in 
Chief, and the members of the court martial, have af- 
fumed to themlelves new and unheard of jurisdiction- 
al powers, by which they have broken down that fa- 
cred principle, which is now incorporated with the. ve- 
ry e fie nee of freedom, Thai the military Jhall be kept 
under JtriSt Jubor dinaiion t&, and governed by the civil 
power ; by arraigning a citizen before an unconftitu- 
tionai military tribunal, fubjeCting him to an illegal 
trial, and palling an ignominious martial lenience 
upon him, for crimes and misdemeanors, notone of 
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wblcb are even alledged to have been commuted 
while he was acting in a M lit ary capacity, and for 
which of consequence he could only be amenable be- 
fore a civil tribe. real. 

The council are therefore obliged to declare, that 
the- elteem the proceedings in the cale of Major gen* 
era; Whitney, to be a bold attempt, to extend the 
authority of" the- ■military oyer the civil power, and 
that H is truly al arming, as its ultimate tendency muft 
appear to be, to over whelm our civil jurisprudence, 
in the vonex of military tribunals, abridging the right 
os tr ial by jury, and giving the commander in clue: an 
undue influence and authority over the liberties and 
privileges of his fellow citizens. 

It is therefore the opinion of this board, that 
the order for, and trial of Major General Da- 
vid Whitney, by court martial, without alledg- 
ing crimes or m demeanors, committed while in 
the execution of, or fpecially called to the difcharge 
of tue duties of his military functions, are flagrant 
violations of the conftitution and laws of this date, 
and that the conduc'd of the commander in chief, in 
arrefting Major General David Whitney, ordering 
him before the court martial, and approving and pub- 
lifhing tne fentence of the laid court martial, is high- 
ly cenlurable. 

In our enquiry, “ whether the public taxes have 
been ju&tly laid and collected in all parts of this 
commonwealth," we are of opinion, that the &6V. 
puffed by the legifl&ture in October r 75^7 Daying a tax 
of one cent per acre, on all lands in this ft ate. indil- 
criminately, was unequal andunjuft. It is a principle 
univerfaliy allowed, that property ought to be taxed 
in proportion to Its real value, and annual income ; 
and though it is impoflible by any general rule tod® 
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pc r eel i i ! ‘ i -e, yet the mode shat makes the neareft 
approach timeto is to be preferred The taxing the 
wild and uncultivated mountains per acre., eq.,< .1 to 
the lands o. the higheit cultivation, or covered with 
cleg art buddings, can hear no proportion* ole eftim- 
ate, either in value or income. The fUteineni an- 
nexed will fhew the amount of taxes, which have 
been levied and not collected during the hit Septen- 
ary. 

In out’ inquiries whether the law* have been duly 
executod> lor the laft Septenary, we are happy to de- 
clare, that we find but sew exceptions to their having 
been duly carried: into effect. 

The laws relating to weight* and measures, which 
make iPtbedutv of . each county treasurer, and the 
Selectmen of each organize! town, to prov.de Hand* 
cards of weights and measures, lor the u>e of lueh 
counties, and towns, have not been complied with. 
Several counties and many towns have omitted to 
procure fuch iiandards. 

It is evident that this neglect in its confequences, 
moft ienftbly affects community. The honeit are 
liuMe to err, and the diftione.ft may purfue their evil 
practices with impunity We conceive the fault 
which occafions this evil, reds principally with the fe- 
veral counties, in not iurniihing their trealurer with 
the means .of procuring iiandards. 

The law provided to retrain gaming, a praciice 
that tends to the mil pending oi time and property, and., 
introduces every ipeciesot, immorality and diflipa- 
tion, we are unhappy to iay a law io neceflary in its. 
nature; .and beneficial in its deligns hath, during the 
laft feptenary, been greatly, difregarded.' And that 
the law lor the due obkVvation pi . the Sabbath, hath 
riot been duly obferved and kept, but its binding ob- 
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ligations too often difp enSed with by civil minivers 
on trivial pretences. 

Tne laws for the pu .piflihient of profane fwearino- 
we are lorry to be ob fig? I to fay, is little regarded.’ 
1 ne ear of the monri citizen is .'reqaentlv Vratecl 
by profane oath* am'/ horrid imprest I tons, and the 
. obligation®! oaths taken in courts of jufli.ee is 

thereby greatly inij aired, When exiiling bws are 
m r executed bat di Jnegarded.. it tends todeftroy the 
crergy o- pvernni ent, and bring the law into con- 
t( i fI J': ,t ' r 1 hlb evi1 a Ppears to arile partly from the ne 
g ?u of the duty of officers appointed to carry the 
iayv into execution, and partly from, the deficiency of 

fh J S ; U I 111 , not luf fc,ent!y pointing out and defining 
the duty of informing officers, i3 

hi enquiring uvo the- treafury department, we 
fine the trea urer's books have been kept fair and re- 
gular, and ms pu he accounts to have been duly au- 
dited, during the laSt feptenary. As to the doV, d-il 
oi the publ c monies we find they have been paid out 
agreeable to appropriations made bv Jaw. 

Complaints fifty nig been exhibited to this board, of 
mal conduct in the flier iff 's department, we hive 
thought it our duty to go into an impartial enquiry 
on the (abject. Notwithstanding the meatures taken 
by tms boaid to procure and have hud before them 
certified copies from the Several clerks of the funretne 
- aild eounty courts m thw ftate, of the fhe riff’s re- 
turns ot fees charged and (urns allowed for fervimr 
vemres of the grand and petit juries fur the la 11 lepterf- 
ar - v ’ they have not been able to procure laid docu- 

owing t. 
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the non-attendance of leVeral 
the eafl ern dbirict 

, As / ar as the y have been able to procure the n—r. 
if ». y documents to inveiligate that lubjedt, they rind 
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that the fheriffs in Bennington county, for the I a ft 
feptenavy, excepting in thole cafes which they have 
laid before a constitutional board, hare not taken or 
charged greater fees than was allowed by law ; ai o 
in the county of Rutland, the fheriffs have not charg- 
ed or received greater fees than were allowed by 
law in the county of Chittenden we have not been 
able, for want of evidence, to ascertain the actual tra- 
vel, in many inftances, and therefore cannot fay they 
have exceeded the law, but we find the charges much 
augmented fince the year 1.757, In the counties of 
Addi'on and Franklin, we find fome inftances irrecon- 
eileabie with the principles of law, which w>11 be 
laid before a proper board, and alio the thurgas of 
the fheriffs for ierving venires, in other inftance* have 
been augmented confiderabiy, for feveral of the laft 
years. 

We cannot clofe the fubjedf without observing, 
that it is a principle of duty which we owe to you 
and ourfelves, that has led us thus to fpeak our Senti- 
ments, with a freedom which we are not infenfible 
will be difagreessble to fome : but as we have been 
actuated f»lely by a defire of contributing our mite to 
the honor and felicity of the community ; conscious 
of no finifter or perfonal view? in our enquiries, we 
jubrnit ©ur opinions to your candid confideration. 
And fliould we be fo unhappy as materially to differ 
in fentiment from the relpedfabie freemen of this com - 
monwealth, ftili it will afford us confolation to reflect 
on the rectitude of our intentions, whilft we are fen- 
fible it is the common lot of human nature to be lia- 
ble to err. 

By order of the Council, 

MOSES ROBINSON, Prefident, 

Aliejf, David Fay, Secretary, 
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An account of the arrearages oj taxes, gj anted laji ftp- 
tenary, viz Tax granted, Qct 17^2 to ditto granted 
1708 inclufive, and alfo including the half penny, land 
tax tor raijing thirty tkoujana dollars, 



Towns Names 


j Denotu rut<on \ 


r^rreif *£££* 


N lurk. 


Delinquent. 


j ot sxe j 







North- Hero 
Ifle la raoit 
Fairfax 
F veti 
Middlebury 



South Hero 

North Hero 
•Hie ia. mott 
Alburgh, 
Colchefrer 



Barnrrd 

Craufbury 



Bennington 

Fairhaven 
Fa* let 
Rutland 
Waling ord 
Hartfand 
Sairafk 
V< ev bridge 
Dan die 
Sheiden 
St. Albans 
Burlington 
M.reiown 
Fairley 



penny tax 579*. 



Halfpenny tax to 
raife 30, too dols. 



i; 93 > tax of 2d- 

179* tax of 2d. 
1795 tax of 2d. 



'£• 


>7 




2 


1 I 


6 


2 


6 


7 




7 


6 


r 


& 


5 


7 


8 


0 


/• 


13 


0 


2 


5 


0 


9 


7 


10 


2 


0 


to 


4 


16 


0 


£ 40 


2 


8 


! £■ 32 


5 


1 4 I 


1 2 


'3 


I ‘O | 


£' 34 


19 


2 


£< 3 


18 


7 


£> 


15 


6 , 




3 


5 


2 


I I 


to 


4 




4 


3 & 


to 


9 




4 


m 

M 


! 1 


9 


10 


+ 


9 


3 


2 


2 


3 


2 


6 


6 




(8 


6 


1 


2 


6 


4 


7 


3 



Extented 
Do. 



Extented 



Extented and 
commiffioners 
return m«ft be 
paid by fele&- 
men. 
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Same continued, with the amount of firft page bm’t ov«r. 

£ 1*7 16 •; 



delinquent towns Names 1 


j Kem-oKs. 


and denomina'ion of taxes. | 


. oh. C s. 1 


1796, ax of four cents. 


1 ' ■ 1 ' * ' 


Piutland 


22 : 56 


W illingford 


1 3 95 Extented 


Fairies 


8 3 > (2 1 Extented t\nd rtonefted 



MoatpUier 
T he ford 
Ver (litre 
L ecefter 
M - Eton 
Vergennes 
Burlington 
ColcUsfter 
Kigbgne 
Me la mott 
Wiiliftoa 
Milten 
Kichford 



2 

99 

8a 

74 



79 

9 ? 

77 

9 6 

Bz 



74 



fcf'Hmen liab'e 
"Extented and n m efkd. fe- 
In ex’fl. [left men liable 

Extented. 



7 25 | 

4 4 ° ] 

25 99 f ExtentecL 
4 8 



Cent tax ot 

Towrdhend 

Sommerfet 

Hubbardtoa 

"Wail nglord 

Hardand, 

Norwch 

Sensing 

Plymouth 

IV < iddiebury 

S: .'■■(bury 

Bine 

Chelfea ■ 
Newbury 
1 bet ofd 
- Tunbridge 

w 



1797 . 



Extented 

Do. 

r..x enred. 
Do. 



Exie t d, 



Ex eaf'd and nonefted 
Beledmen liable. 



1,246 
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D linque t towns Names, j 

Denomination of taxe . j Remarks. 



[ A mount bro’t over 

Cent land ax of ’97 con. 
Duxbury 
M. re town 
tt • <e 
F if fax 
Highs; 'te 
Berklhire 
Cab t 
| Danville 
Guildhall 
Peach m 
Wa don 
Drrby 

On the unorganized towns 
in Kutiand county. 



D s. 


Crs. 


1246 


f 07 


1 - 


« 3 i 


j 86 


1 Extented 


119 


54 


Extented 


10 


2 5 


1 


16 


87 


j Extented 


3 ° 


65 


I Do. 


29 


40 




45 


S 3 


Do, 


9 , 


% 




2. | 


58 




53 j 




Do. 


4*4 


>3 


Do. 


69 

1 


52 


Do. 


I 

224 


I 

3 ® 


Sheriff’s hands 


052 


87 





* 798 - 
Manehdter 
Chitienden 
Harwich 
Paywl’et 
Ps tf ford 
Poult, ’ey 
Shrewfbury- 
W ilingford 
Bethel 
Bridgewater 
Baltimore 
Norwich 
Plymouth 
Springfield 
• Woodftock 
\ Addifon 
Nfiw haven 

^ Whiting 



i 



n 5 


7i 


34 


; 62 


1 8 


i 22 


276 


74 


I2 S 


32 


55 


12 


26 


40 


1 ’3 


27 


id 




65 


60 


18 


17 


*5 


20 


23 


59 


9 


98 


140 


70 


6 


3 ° 


2 9 


26 


2 


04 



non-efted feleflmen liable, 
Extented. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Extented. 
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"Delinquent towns, & 
denomination of tax. 



Remarks. 



Amount bro't over. 

1798 tax continued. 

Bradford 

Newbury 

Randolph 

Thetfdrd 

Tunbridgb 

Kfiex 

Huntington 

Richmond 



Dls, Cts 

*4 

110 ! 26 
163 22 
2S 1 35 



120 

338 

77 

40 

20 



4 1 

21 

99 

©1 

80 



2004 43 



Ex tented 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 






1792 tax. 


C 7 


8. o’ 




Dls. Cts 


Halfpenny tax. 


40 


2 1 8 


3796 Tax. 


544 26 


1793 tax. 


34 




1 797 - 


2052 87 


17.9 k 


$ 


18:7 


1798, 


2004 49 


1795 . 


61 


8| 




— __ — — 










4601 6s 


Amount i&t p. £. 147 


16 5 


Equal to 


49 1 4 © 








Total. 


5093 °® 



In COUNCIL of CENSORS, February y, 1800 
ReJ'olved, That nine hundred copies of the Ad- 
drefs be printed, for the perulal of the people, and 
that the ftate printer be requefted, to print the fame 
immediately, and tranlmit them without delay, by ex- 
prei's, to the file riffs of the feveral counties, to be by 
them immediately tranimitedto the town cerks of 
the feveral towns, for theufe of the inhabitants. 

The printer is requefted to apportion the book* to 
each county, fuitably, and the fhe riffs to apportion 
them to the town clerks, as equally as may be, both 
the printer and the fneriffs having re'peeft to the 
number of inhabitants in the refpe61ive counties and 
towns; and that the faid town clerks diftribute fa id 
copies among the people of their feveral towns, in 
the mo§t fuitable method, fo as to give general infor- 
mation ; and alio that this resolution be publillied in 
all the newlpapers printed in this State. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Council be re- 
turned to the honorable Moles Robin fon, efquire for 
his lervices as preftdent of this board, during- their Se- 
veral leftions. . 

A tru J Co Py from the Journals of the Council of 
Cenfors, Atteft. 

DAVID FAY, Secretary. 



